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Housing development 
is ‘too big’ for AONB 


PARISH councillors in Churchinford 
are pursuing a complaint against 
Taunton Deane Bourough Council 
(TDBC) over plans for 20 new homes 
in the village. 

Plans were approved for 20 new 
dwellings at the Ford House Farm site 
on Honiton Road by planners in Febru¬ 
ary, despite a huge backlash from ob¬ 
jectors. 

The plans form part of TDBC’s bid to 
turn Churchinford into one of five 
“rural centres”, to increase housing 
across the borough. 

However, the parish council objected 
to the plans siting the size of the devel¬ 
opment is too large in scale and number 
and is in a sensitive Area of Outstand¬ 
ing Natural Beauty (AONB). 

The application, originally for 30 
homes, was previously turned down by 
TDBC planners as it fell outside plan¬ 
ning policy, but was reduced to 20 and 
approved by TDBC on February 26th 
subject to a “section 106 agreement”. 
But Churchstanton Parish Council are 
continuing a complaint against the 
council in the hope the number of 
houses will be further reduced. 

A statement from Churchstanton 


Parish Council said: “Churchstanton 
Parish Council do not object to afford¬ 
able/low cost housing being built in the 
countryside for families in the area, 
even if it is outside the boundary, what 
it does object to is development which 
is not sustainable, is outside the village 
boundary, is too large in scale and num¬ 
ber and is in a sensitive AONB area.” 

The statement continued: “Our next 
approach is to continue with our com¬ 
plaint against accepting this relatively 
large development in an AONB seeking 
a more sustainable, smaller number of 
houses, backed by decisions taken else¬ 
where in the country across other 
AONBs.” 

The parish council are, however, 
working with developers Cityscape De¬ 
velopments and TDBC, in a bid to have 
some influence over section 106 
money, funding granted by a developer 
towards community spaces and proj¬ 
ects. 

As part of the section 106 agreement, 
Cityscape would be prepared to sell 
land for off road parking and provide fi¬ 
nancial contributions agreed with 
TDBC for a community hall, allotments 
and an offsite recreation area. 
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Remembering forgotten names 


Project to research village’s fallen WWI soldiers 


I N preparation for the centenary of WWI this year, 
villagers in Buckland St Mary have set out to dis¬ 
cover more about the men commemorated on the 
parish War Memorial. 

Rosanna Barton and Val Pym are working together to 
discover more about these men and are particularly 
keen to hear from any surviving family members who 
may still be living in the area. 

Rosanna said: “I began this as my own personal proj¬ 
ect. My own father was killed during the Second World 
War and think it is a terrible way to die and to be for¬ 
gotten. We read the names out each year at church dur¬ 
ing Rembrance Sunday but no one really knows who 
they are, except maybe one or two families, they are 
just names, and I think it is a great shame. 

“We have managed to find out some information 
through the commonwealth war graves commission 
and through local newspaper archives but we are par¬ 
ticularly lacking in photographs.” 

“However, already some have dusted off old photos 
and mementoes and have let us reproduce copies. 
Nothing brings these young men back so poignantly as 
the pictures of them in their innocent and unsuspecting 
youth.” 

One name they have found out about is Private 
Robert Stanley North of the 6th Battalion, Somerset 
Light Infantry. He was killed on August 25 th 1916 but 
his body was never found. He is commemorated on the 
Thiepval Memorial along with the 72,000 men killed 
at the Somme from July-December 1916 who have no 
known grave. 

They have also discovered some information about 
Frank Smith of the 8th Battalion, Somerset Light In¬ 
fantry. He was 19 on April 19th 1917. He had been in 
France for five months, was wounded in late April, and 
died in the Military Hospital in Etaples on May 5th. 
The family believe he was probably under age when he 
enlisted. 

His family still possess an embroidered card he sent 
from France. 

Searching through local newspaper records has also 
thrown up some interesting information. 

The Somerset County Gazette of June 16th 1917 
printed a letter sent to Frank’s parents by a friend, Bill 
Savery: 

France, May 25th 1917. 

Dear Mr & Mrs Smith, 

I am very sorry to see in the Somerset County Gazette 
which my wife sends to me of the death of your son, 
Private Frank Smith. 1 tender my deepest sympathy in 
your great trial. I am writing these few lines to you as 
promised, for if anything happened to either of us we 
promised to write to each other’s folks at home, for 
we had been chums since we were at Tidworth and I 
have lost my best war chum. He was liked by all offi¬ 
cers and men of his company and platoon. 

Now I really cannot say whether he was wounded in 
the legs but I am told in Hospital that his wounds 
were on his right arm and on the side of his face. 

We were blown up by the same shell, which also 
buried us. Afterwards when we were dug out, 1 heard 
him call " Bill", "Bill". Then I went unconscious and 
don't remember any more. They reported me killed, 
but 1 recovered by nightfall and then made inquiries 
for Frank, and was told that he was gone back to the 
dressing station, so I did not see him again, although 
we may have taken to the same hospital. It was 
12.35pm when he met with his wounds which cost 
him his life on the 23rd day of April in the big push 
[the Battle of Arras], for I had just taken my watch 
out to see the time. I am a Taunton man of St James 
Street, and if I am spared to come back to "Blighty " 
again I will give you a call, and will also write to you 
when I get back to the battalion. (8th Somersets). 
Yours sincerely Private W.J. Savery. 

“Looking back to what we knew of our memorial men 
when we began our search last Autumn, we realise that 
they have already grown from being simply unidenti¬ 
fied names read out every Remembrance Sunday - 
meaning little to most people - to real flesh and blood 
individuals whose fa mi lies and lives have grown before 
our eyes,” said Rosanna. 

“One surprise is that at least six of them are commem¬ 
orated on other memorials, one (Fred Billing) on four 
separate ones. William Grabham and William Hector 
are also on the memorial in Combe St Nicholas Church, 
where, remarkably, there are photos of all who died. 

“But we are still searching for further recollections, 
photographs and mementoes. Can you help us? We’re 
also trying to compile a list of those who served in 




■ FRANK Smith photo courtesy of the Smith 
family 

WWI who came back - they deserve to be remembered 
too.” 

All of the information that the pair collate will be put 
together in a folder and kept at the parish church 

To launch the folder the village will be holding an Ex¬ 
hibition entitled “Vanished Lives: remembering Buck- 
land St Mary’s War Dead” to be held in the church over 
the August Bank Holiday weekend. 


Buckland St Mary’s fallen soldiers 


WWI 

Fred Billing 
Harry Painter 
Fred Buttle 
William Pook 
William Buttle 
Walter Charles Pring 
William Grabham 
William James Pring 
James Hardwill 
Frank Smith 
William Hector 
Frank Knight 
Stanley North 


WWII 

Louis Ashford 
James Mudge 


If anyone can 
help with the 
project or have 
story to tell 
contact: 
Rosanna 
Barton on 01460 
234213 or Val Pym 
on 01460 234804 


Support for a special horse 
that helps special children 

AN equestrian supplies business in Culmstock is 
sponsoring a shire horse which works with termi¬ 
nally ill children. 

Staff at Smart Grooming equestrian supplies first 
met Beamish the shire horse at an event last Christ¬ 
mas and were charmed by him and his story. 

Beamish belongs to Diana Mail of Oak Park 
Shires and is a regular visitor to Little Bridge 
House, part of Children’s Hospice South West, 
where he spends time meeting sick children with 
life limiting illnesses. 

Vicky Goody, Sales Director at Smart Grooming 
said: “We had a chance meeting with Beamish at 
the South West Christmas Equine Fair at West- 
point, Exeter, and our involvement has evolved as 
we have found out about the amazing work that 
this horse has been doing.” 

Smart Grooming will be raising money for the 
Children’s South West by donating proceeds from 
their cake and car boot sales that they will be hold¬ 
ing at their base in Culmstock during the summer 
months. 

More information about these will be posted on 
their facebook page: www.facebook.com/smart- 
grooming. 



■ BEAMISH with Children’s Hospice South¬ 
west Supporters at the South West Christmas 
Equine Fair at Westpoint, Exeter 
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Annual hedgelaying 
event rescheduled 
due to bad weather 

BLACKDOWN Hills Hedge Association had to 
reschedule its annual Skills of the Hills hedgelay¬ 
ing event on Sunday, March 9th due to poor 
weather. 

Organisers felt it would be best to postpone the 
event at Sheldon Equestrian Centre, Higher 
Northcott Farm, Sheldon, as there hadn’t been 
enough fine weather to dry out the fields where 
the event was to take place. 

The event has grown into one of the most pop¬ 
ular family days out in the Blackdown Hills Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty with live music, 
demonstrations, craft stalls and trade stands, as 
well as the hedge competition. 

Martin Turner, chairman of the Blackdown Hills 
Hedge Laying Association said: “We thought long 
and hard about cancelling the event as we didn’t 
want to let down the large number of visitors who 
regularly come along. 

“However the ground is still so wet, and some 
90 hedge-layers along with all the spectators 
would do irreparable damage to the land that’s 
needed for grazing in the spring.” 

Organisers decided to instead hold a hedgelay¬ 
ing only competition on the same site on Sunday, 
March 23rd which was not open to the public. 

New website for the 
mission community 

THE Upper Culm Valley Mission Community con¬ 
sisting, of the parish churches at Hemyock with 
Culm Davy Chapel, Clayhidon and Culmstock, 
now have a new website which can be found at 
www.culmkirks.co.uk. 

As well as giving details of all services and 
events a brief history and photos can be found for 
the individual churches along with contact details. 


More villages to get superfast broadband 


DUNKESWELL, Membury and Wellington will rev- 
ceive superfast fibre optic broadband under a £94 mil¬ 
lion programme bringing high speed internet to rural 
areas. 

Last month, the Connecting Devon and Somerset 
(CDS) programme announced that it would make 
high-speed fibre broadband available to 70,000 homes 
and businesses by the end of July 14, revealing the 
names of the latest exchange areas to be included in 
the CDS roll-out plans. 

The new communities follow the 19 exchange areas 
where fibre broadband has already been made avail¬ 
able through the programme, with a further seven ar- 
easdue to ‘go live’ by the end of March 14. 

The CDS programme aims to make superfast broad¬ 
band speeds of 24Mbps and above available to around 
90 per cent of homes and businesses by the end of 
2016. It also plans to ensure a minimum of 2Mbps for 
all premises within the programme area. The multi 
million pound partnership includes Devon and Som¬ 
erset County Councils, Bath and North East Somerset, 
North Somerset, Plymouth and Torbay Councils, BT 
and the UK Government’s Superfast Britain pro¬ 
gramme. 

Councillor David Hall, Deputy Leader of Somerset 
County Council, said: “It is great to see the next com¬ 
munities to benefit from superfast broadband an¬ 
nounced. CDS is working at pace despite the current 
challenging conditions to bring this technology to our 
rural communities. 

“We also welcome the announcement from the De¬ 
partment of Culture Media and Sport (DCMS) of the 
additional funding available to the CDS Programme 
to help extend superfast broadband coverage to 95 per 
cent of premises. At a time when we are working hard 
to secure the future of our infrastructure and the re¬ 
silience of both our counties, the provision of super¬ 
fast broadband to our residents and businesses is a 
critical part of the mix.” 

Councillor Andrew Leadbetter, Cabinet Member for 
Economy and Growth for Devon County Council, 
said: “With the recent weather highlighting the weak¬ 


nesses in our critical infrastructure, superfast broad¬ 
band has become even more essential to ensure that 
our businesses remain competitive and our economy 
continues to grow. Superfast broadband can dramat¬ 
ically alter how we work - opening up home working 
and other measures to improve efficiency and enable 
rural communities and businesses to continue to func¬ 
tion in all but the most extreme circumstances.” 

Laurent Boon, BT’s programme manager for CDS, 
said: “The announcement today is another example of 
the programme’s commitment to keeping communi¬ 
ties fully informed of the roll-out as soon as the plans 
have been checked and confirmed. Despite the con¬ 
tinuing bad weather, the CDS programme continues 
to achieve great progress.” 

However, there are still several communities who 
are waiting to find out if their villages will be included 
in the scheme, or if they will fall in the 10 per cent of 


properties to miss out on superfast broadband. 

A public meeting was held in Upottery in February 
chaired by Neil Parish MP to find out why the village, 
which is among a small number, has not been included 
in the roll out plans. 

BT and CDS representitives attended the meeting to 
explain it was logistically difficult and a costly process 
but they would continue to explore all avenues in a 
bid to bring broadband to those communities currently 
missing out. 


Big breakfast raises £1,160 

CANCER Research UK volunteers in Clayhi¬ 
don cooked a delicious “Big Breakfast” fry-up 
for dozens of local people last month. 

The group managed to raise more than 
£1,160 for the charity. 
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Working our Woodlands 

with John Greenshields 



THE oak processionary moth is spread¬ 
ing and has been found as close as 
Dorset. The caterpillars feed on oak 
leaves leading to severe loss of foliage, 
but not usually fatal, but the weakening 
of the trees can make them more vulner¬ 
able to other diseases. 

Caterpillars of the oak processionary 
moth (Thaumetopoea processionea), are 
a native of central and southern Europe. 
They probably entered Britain as eggs 
laid on young trees imported from Eu¬ 
rope for planting here. Found in 2006 in 
London and now breeding in several lo¬ 
cations in south and west London, and 
in Pangbourne, West Berks, milder 
weather and reduced late frosts could 
enable the moth to survive and breed 
further north than its traditional native 
range. Its likely that it could survive and 
breed in much of England and Wales. 

It’s a little known fact that acoms are 
not produced until the oak tree is at least 
40 years old, and peak acorn fecundity 
usually occurs around 80 - 120 years. 
As common oaks mature they form a 
broad and spreading crown with sturdy 
branches beneath, you have all seen 
their open canopy which enables light 
to penetrate through to the woodland 
floor, allowing our bluebells and prim¬ 
roses to grow below. Their smooth 
brown bark becomes mgged and deeply 
fissured with age. Also, not commanly 


known, is that an oak tree’s growth is 
particularly rapid in youth but gradually 
slows at around 120 years, and they 
even shorten with age in order to extend 
their lifespan. Our oak forests provide a 
habitat rich in biodiversity, they also 
support more life forms than any other 
of our native trees. They can host over 
280 species of insect, supplying many 
British birds with an important food 
source, and in autumn mammals such as 
badgers and deer take advantage of the 
falling acorns. 

Historically I have been told humans 
also collected acorns and processed 
them into flour for bread making. 

The woodland Association had its 
AGM in March. There were three 
speakers all were interesting, but I think 
the talk by David Colman, East Devon 
District Council tree officer, about Tree 
Preservation Orders shocked some peo¬ 
ple. The fact that any member of the 
public can ask district councils to place 
a TPO on a woodland or single tree did 
worry some woodland owners there. 
But he did reassure the audiences that 
TPO’s can be lifted as well. 

The felling season has now ended, its 
been an really bad season with lots of 
felling not completed. This will mean 
more work next winter for contractors 
in a shorter time scale, but the nature of 
forestry is that you can’t msh things. 


Cafe donations for local charities 


MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MA¬ 
CHINERY, FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 


THE Church Room, Hemyock was overflowing with 
supporters when Hemyock Scouts and Brownies were 
among five recipients as St Mary’s Church Charity Cof¬ 
fee Shop made their annual donations to local charities. 

Other groups receving funds were Phoenix Carer group, 
St Margarets Hospice and Street Pastors. 

The shop held at the church room opens twice a month 
and is very well supported by villagers and visitors. 

There is a wide selection of books, clothes, household 
goods, arts and crafts and toys on sale. 

The Friends of St Mary’s Church organise and run the 
refreshment side so there is always delicious cakes on 
offer. 

The shop funds go to the upkeep of the parish church 
but 25 per cent of takings is donated to local charities and 
this amounted to £700 in total. 

Brian Samuels expressed thanks to the various people 
who run the shop, and refreshments, and to everyone for 
their continuing support. 



■ GLENIS Samuels receving donation from 
Gill Marcipont on behalf of St Margaret’s Hos¬ 
pice 



■ ANDY Batten (1st Hemyock Scouts) receiving the group’s donation 
from Gerry King 


Blackdown Hills Transition Group 


The effects of fracking in the South West 


A FILM “Dash for 
Gas” by Marco 
Jackson was 
shown recently in Honi¬ 
ton highlighting con¬ 
cerns about fracking 
plans for areas of Somer¬ 
set. 

Admitedly against 
rather than for, the film 
nevertheless questioned 
whether the advantages 
in terms of energy pro¬ 
duction were outweighed 
by the significant cost to 
the environment, indi¬ 



A TOUCH QF SPRING 
Alpines - Hert» - Heathers 
‘Starter' Perennials - Clematis 
Rhododendrons, Azaleas & more... 


GARDEN SHOP 

With NEW seed ranges, composts, 
small greenhouse heaters and pots 
- just right to get you growing i 


HANGING BASKET TIME 

We are r>ow collecting your 
hanging baskets to be filled 


CAFE and TEA ROOM 
Why not 'pop-in* for a snack or 
enjoy a tasty meal with friends 


wvvw. Mil lovvbrookgarOencentre.co.uk 
On the main A38 Taunton / Wellington 

TELEPHONE : 01823 461324 



DULFORD 
NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
Planting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 


vidual, community and 
animal health. 

The Blackdowns cover 
some of the area the 
Government has desig¬ 
nated as possible for pro¬ 
ducers to apply for 
licences. Areas of Som¬ 
erset and Dorset are 
more affected that 
Devon. To date no li¬ 
censes have been applied 
for in Devon though the 
area in the far east of 
East Devon has been 
identified as geologically 
having potential for shale 
gas exploration. 

The nearest test drilling 
site is the Mendip Hills 
hence the concerns of 
some people in Somer¬ 
set. 

The stakes rose sub¬ 
stantially before Christ¬ 
mas with the 
Government releasing a 
regulatory charter with 
the claim that shale gas 
production could meet 
our energy needs for the 
next 25 years. There is a 
provision that if new gas 
is discovered “local com¬ 
munities” via local coun¬ 
cils could receive 
financial benefits of 
£100,000 for every well 
that is fracked as part of 
exploration and one per 
cent of revenues if 
things prove to be com¬ 
mercially viable. Should 
we be concerned? 

Fracking releases shale 
or coal methane gas 
stored in underground 


rock by drilling bore¬ 
holes and injecting sand, 
water and a mixture of 
unpublicised chemicals 
under several thousand 
pounds of pressure to 
break up fissures in the 
strata. Similar processes 
to fracking have been 
used by oil and coal 
companies for decades 
but not on the scale en¬ 
visaged now. 

A reasonable well may 
produce gas for a few 
years then the rate of ex¬ 
traction reduces consid¬ 
erably, rendering it 
unprofitable to operate. 
The well is then aban¬ 
doned and the process re¬ 
peated closeby. 

As individuals we do 
not claim to have expert¬ 
ise of the science sur¬ 
rounding fracking. 
However the Transition 
Movement is concerned 
about impacts on the en¬ 
vironment of extracting 
more and more fossil 
fuel and the need for us 
all to consider more seri¬ 
ously alternative renew¬ 
able energy as a way of 
combating the effects of 
man made climate 
change. 

Below is a list of some 
of the costs to the envi¬ 
ronment highlighted in 
the film. We think there 
needs to be a wider more 
public debate of the is¬ 
sues. 

• Huge increase in traf¬ 
fic volumes in rural areas 


including large lorries 
and tankers. 

• Millions of gallons of 
water used in the frack¬ 
ing process, drain on 
local resource and prob¬ 
lems of dealing with con¬ 
taminated water. 

• The concrete liners 
for the well have a poor 
safety record, often fail¬ 
ing after a number of 
years and leaking con¬ 
taminants up into the 
water table. 

• Local people will not 
benefit from drilling op¬ 
erations as specialist 
workers required are im¬ 
ported. 

• Landowners do not 
own mineral rights on 
their land. Examples 
elsewhere of landowners 
forced to agree drilling 
on their land with no di¬ 
rect benefit and posible 
future contamination is¬ 
sues. 

• Methane and Radon 
gases leak to the atmos¬ 
phere during drilling op¬ 
erations 

• Helath problems re¬ 
ported elsewhere (USA 
and Australia) as a result 
of contamination of air 
and water purity. Where 
there are a great number 
of householders and 
farms that rely upon their 
own water boreholes and 
springs sets up potential 
health risks, both now 
and for the future. 

• Possible effect on 
seismic activity as in 
Blackpool and More- 


cambe Bay. 

• The negative impact 
of industrialising rural 
landscapes as a large 
number of drilling sites 
will needed in each geo¬ 
graphical area 

• Weakened geological 
structure leading to fu¬ 
ture subsidence prob¬ 
lems. 

You can view the film 
on the internet 
http ://www.y outube .com 
/watch?v=7Toi2s05Exg. 

However each frack¬ 
ing scheme is a matter 
for local decision mak¬ 
ing, and planning appli¬ 
cations. Local 

communities have the 
power to decide whether 
to allow fracking on their 
doorstep. 

Have you discussed it 
in your parish, district 
and county council? 

The next meeting of the 
Transition Group will 
held on Thursday, April 
10th at Stentwood Farm 
Dunkerswell EX14 4RW 
at 7.30pm. It will also be 
the AGM. 

If you fancy meeting 
others with a concern for 
local resilience to meet 
the challenges of climate 
change and energy deple¬ 
tion come along and join 
in. 

Contact us via the web¬ 
site www.blackdown- 
hillstransition .org. 

Jim Rogan and Neil 
Arnold, Blackdown 
Hills Transition Group 
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Blackdowns clubs and societies 


SMEATHARPE WI 

THE meeting began with 
the singing of Jerusalem 
and Carol Long, who 
was standing in for Liz 
Tucker, welcomed mem¬ 
bers and visitors. 

At the coffee morning a 
good sum was raised for 
the Somerset Llood 
Charity. 

Two lovely quilts 
worked by members are 
to be sent to Headly 
Court, the military reha¬ 
bilitation facility. Unfor¬ 
tunately the hedging 
event had to be cancelled 
due to the waterlogged 
ground. 

Outings are planned to 
Portsmouth in June and 
Riverdance at Bristol in 
October. There will be 
two skittles matches later 
in the month. The WI 
quiz team came first in 
the local heat and go on 
to the next round. 

Linda Knowles was 
very pleased with the 
quantity of brassieres she 
received for her collec¬ 
tion in aid of breast can¬ 
cer. 

Our speaker, Jenny 
Lawle, told us of her 
journey along the pilgrim 
route Camino de Santi¬ 
ago, she was thanked, in 
Spanish, by Jill Dennis. 

The competition was 
won by Sue Little and 
Teresa Summerhayes’ 
daffodil was flower of 
the month. 

SAMPFORD 
ARUNDEL WI 

REFUSING to buy some 
striped paint as his new 
boss asked probably 
saved David Gill’s job - 
and started on his life¬ 
time career. 

He told Sampford 
Arundel WI stories of the 
weird and wonderful 
world of a country auc¬ 
tioneer - and those words 
apply both to the articles 
he sold, and to the hu¬ 
mans involved! 

He saved a valuable 
chair from the bon-fire 
(to later learn it was full 
of wood-worm) and sold 
a painting he’d thought 
had no value for over 
£3,000 - to also learn 
later that he’d been right. 

The competition he 
later judged - for antique 
items - was absolutely 
fascinating with a large 
variety of items. 

From antique to new - 
someone has agreed to 
take over the running of 
the flower show. There’s 
meetings at Oake WI and 
a group one at Milverton. 
Skittles had been played 
- they came second. 
Nothing daunting, an¬ 
other has been arranged. 
The lunch at SCAT was 
very good, another is in 
the pipeline. 

Scrabble is coming up, 


thewl 

INSPIRING WOMEN 


no skill required. 

Moving further afield, 
there are garden shows at 
Malvern and Chelsea. 

And something moving 
even further were the 
cute hats and tops for ba¬ 
bies in other countries. 

HEMYOCK WI 

THE WI have had inter¬ 
esting Meetings in Feb¬ 
ruary and March. 
Following the successful 
Birthday Party at the 
Catherine Wheel in Jan¬ 
uary, they looked for¬ 
ward to an evening of 
looking at the night sky 
in February but it hap¬ 
pened to be one of the 
wettest nights of the 
year. 

The speaker, Carol 
Boot, had to leave her 
telescopes in her car and 
do a Power Point presen¬ 
tation instead. 

Carol is very knowl¬ 
edgeable, she actually 
lectures in the subject of 
astrology at Denman 
College. 

However, it was a busy 
evening as arrangements 
were made for hosting a 
round of the County Quiz 
later that month. 

Names were drawn for 
the two bursaries for 
Denman College. The 
winners were Karen Pin- 
der and Sue Hollow. 

Competition Winners 
that night were, Cindy, 
Pat and Sally Woodman. 
Pat also brought the 
favourite Flower. 

In March, the President 
Lyn Taylor, congratu¬ 
lated members on the 
successful running of the 
County Quiz. Many fa¬ 
vorable comments had 
been received. 

Lyn is hoping for the 
same success when He- 
myock hosts the Group 
Meeting at the end of the 
month. 

Hemyock had won a 


friendly skittles match at 
Sampford Arundel but 
had lost to Uffculme in 
the County Competi¬ 
tion. 

The visit to see War 
Horse at Wellington had 
been much enjoyed. 

Lyn and Brenda re¬ 
ceived prizes for win¬ 
ning the annual 
competitions for most 
points throughout the 
year. 

Lyn introduced George 
Williams who spoke 
about his time when 
working as a nurse in 
Broadmoor. George is an 
experienced speaker and 
he was both interesting 
and amusing. 

He judged the compe¬ 
tition for a knitted hat 
awarding first to Wendy, 
second place to Cindy 
and third to Lyn. Pat 
again brought the win¬ 
ning flower. 

Hemyock WI meet on 
the first Tuesday of each 
month in Forbes Lounge 
at 7.30pm. 

On April 1 st it will be 
the Annual Meeting with 
a Bring and Share Sup¬ 
per. 

The competition is for 
‘an unusual implement’ 
(must fit on the table 
said Lyn!) plus the 
favourite flower. 

CLAYHIDON 

FRIENDS 

AT the March meeting 
Judi Zebedee whirled 


members around the 
world through 34 coun¬ 
tries and for more than 
30,000 miles with won¬ 
derful photos of her trip 
on a bicycle. 

She cycled to Paris 
with friends, then contin¬ 
ued on her own through 
Europe, eastern Europe, 
including Ukraine, and 
the “stan” countries to 
China. 

Judi averaged about 80 
miles a day through 
deserts, mountain ranges 
and alternately beautiful 
and boring scenery. She 
flew from Hong Kong to 
Anchorage in Alaska so 
she could attempt to 
cycle the length of the 
Americas, but not quite 
reaching the far south, 
she returned home in 
time for a family reunion 
and the Olympics. 

A fascinating and awe¬ 
inspiring journey. The 
members learnt so much 
history and geography 
from Judi's talk, and 
were amazed at her fear¬ 
less and adventurous 
spirit. A talk to be recom¬ 
mended. 



Claim your free domestic car charging point 


SOL ELECTRICAL would 
l ik e to introduce a national 
grant scheme funded by 
OLEV (Office for Low 
Emission Vehicles) which 
allows us to offer a FULLY 
SUBSIDISED standard 
3.6kW home charging unit 
complete with FREE IN¬ 
STALLATION. 

There is no need for the 
home owner to currently 
own a plug in electric vehi¬ 
cle; the unit can be fitted 
ready for when it is required. 
More and more families are 
finding out how cost effec¬ 
tive an electric vehicle is and 
the joy of avoiding ever in¬ 
creasing petrol prices is a 
real attraction, as is the low 
maintenance and great de¬ 
sign of these new cars. 
Charging your vehicle at 
home is one of the cheapest 
ways to fuel your electric 
vehicle. However without a 
dedicated solution, plugging 


in at home poses electrical 
safety hazards and places 
limitations on how fast your 
EV can be charged. The 
charging units fitted by SOL 
ELECTRICAL provide the 
answer, a low cost, fast 
charging station for garage 
or driveway designed 
specifically to address the 
requirements of EV drivers 
charging at home. 

There are a finite number of 
units available and these 
will be assigned on a first 
come first serve basis. The 
units are easy to use and 
compatible with any modern 
electric car. You are only re¬ 
quired to keep the unit for 


three years for data gather¬ 
ing purposes. To install the 
home charge unit your 
house is required to have a 
suitable off-road location for 
the unit, which is within a 
reasonable distance of your 
electricity board. There must 
also be adequate existing 
electrical capacity and GSM 
(mobile signal). Contact en¬ 
quiries @solelectrical .com 
to request an application 
form today. You could have 
your unit fitted within the 
next month. 

Please see our website 
www.solelectrical.com 
for further details and case 
studies. 




A 


* 


Which school combines a 
relaxed atmosphere with 
outstanding exam results? 

Queen's College combines a friendly, relaxed 
atmosphere with a real sense of purpose and 
a passion for teaming. Ptipis have access to a 
broad and interesting curriculum, taught by an 
outstandingly committed staff. 

Open Morning 

For pup«ls aged 3-18 
Monday 5 May 
9.30am to 12 noon 

QUEEN'S COLLEGE 

We’re the answer 


Find 

J 

01823 340830 

Out 

Si 

admiss»ons(a>qu«enscoltege.org.uk 

More: 

Q 

www.queenscollege.org.uk 
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FREE 


DOMESTIC EV 
CHARGING POINTS 


Incredible But True 


SOL Electrical is a government/OLEV 
approved manufacturer and supplier 
of electric vehicle charging stations. 

For a limited period of time - in 
association with government/ 

OLEV grant funding* - we are 
able to offer FREE domestic K 
EV charging stations to K 

everybody with or without 
an electric vehicle. mfr-*U*** 

This offer includes:** 

• Rolec Wall Pod EV : H 

HomeCharge unit 

• GPRS modem data 
package 

• Full installation 
including materials 

• Test and certification 





- 


r* £. 


wa 




Contact SOL Electrical on: 

• Email : enquiries@solelectrical.com 

• Tel : 01884 235800 

• Web : www.solelectrical.com 






• Subject to terms and condrtions 

•• Subject to site survey Partners with: 



EV 


Join the Evolution 


Europe's largest range of EV charging solutions 
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OF HONITON 



134 High Street, Homton, Devon. EX14 LIP - 01404 42436 - www.bestsofhonitoo.co.uk 
CUSTOMER CAR PARK OFF OF KING STREET WITH ACCESS TO REAR OF STORE- BROWSE AT 
YOUR LEISURE - HOME SERVICE SELECTION ON ELECTRIC LIFT & RISE RECLINERS, FIRESIDE 

CHAIRS. CARPETS & VYNILS 


•“n 


ARE YOU SITTING COMFORTABLY? 

Bests are delighted to display one of the largest ranges of Sherborne furniture in the South West and are proud 

to support a British manufacturer, who manufacture all their own frames every piece being fully produced in the North of England, they have an excellent 
reputation for high quality, efficient service and value for money, qualities we share. Sherborne are so confident of their actions, frames and motors that they 



offer a S year guarantee. 

NEW FOR 2014-THE REMBRANT 

Design your own suite layout with the 
amazingly versatile, contemporary Rrmbtant 
supplied wi separate, easy interlocking 
sections. 2 & 3 sealer sections are available 
with or without arms, so these and the 
optional corner urwt enable you to specify the 
exact sire & shape of suite to fit your room 


^ • I I mi t r I »«MI ^ ! 

M 





The Claremont Range 

Attractive, classically styled design available in small 
and standard sixes Exceptionally comfortable with 
welcoming fibre-filled back cushions, full width chaise 
seating and distinctive double-scroll arms. 

A suite comprising of a 2 seater sofa, a rediner and a 
chair is normally £2043 dunng April reduced to £1810 


The Keswick range Is offered in 
small and standard sixes throughout 
the range; the larger Royale size on 
all retainers and special petite sixes 
on all lift & rise recliners. 

A Keswick surte comprising of a 2 
seater sofa & 2 chairs is normally 
£1495. During April £1319 

DISCONTINUED MODELS REDUCED TO CLEAR 
TO MAKE SPACE FOR NEW RANGES 
Beverly Fireside Chair Was £325 now £149 
York Fireside Chair Was £360 now £159 
Camforth Leather Power Rediner Was £1299 now £ 799 
Silver dale drop end sofa Was £975 now £649 

Silverdale rediner was £686 now £495 DURING APRIL 

Sherborne Lift & Rise Care Rediners 

If you have difficulty getting in and out of conventional furniture, to have your own lift 
& rise can make a huge difference to your freedom and quality of life. Available in four 
sizes because finding the right size of rediner is essential to your comfort. There are 60 
models of care redirters to choose from most can be matched with chairs, sofas and 
manual recliners to make a suite 


The Bergen - This «s one of the softest Sherborne Suites yet. offers 
dream levels of comfort throughout with welcoming back cushions 
and generously sized wrap over seat cushions A suite comprising of a 
2 seater sofa, a rediner & a chair is normally £2348 
During April Reduced to £2072 

MB! I 


SPECIAL PRICES ON Ail 
CHAIRS, RECUNERS 
SOFAS AND SOFAREDS 





Dual motors 
available 
from £599 
VAT Exempt 
during April 

irated avaitabMty 
Chelsea Model 



NEW FIRESIDES 
FOR 2014 
The Shildon and 
Brampton are available 
in low, standard and 
high seat versions and 
are ideal if you are 
looking for a traditional 
fireside of wing chair 
with lasting reassuring 
comfort 

From £285 during April 


The Norvik for connoisseurs of modem style & comfort is a 
generously proportioned suite available in fabrics and 
leathers n full reclining and fixed versions, a suite in standard 
fabrics of a chair, a rediner and a sofa is norm a By £2348. 

During April £2074. 


Prices quoted are for Sherborne fabrics from books 1, 2 or 3 



SOFA BED CENTRE 

New modes for 2014, Chair 
beds. Sofa beds with fixed 
chairs and sofas to match in a 
stunning range of 
contemporary and traditional 
fabrics. All reduced in April 
starting from £359 
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Animal charity launches 
‘Digs for Dogs’ appeal 


FOUNDED in 1939, much loved Feme Animal Sanc¬ 
tuary in Chard, Wambrook, Somerset, has launched 
its “New Digs For Dogs” Appeal. 

More than £500,000 needs to be raised towards its 
£1 million project to build a new enhanced kennel 
block, improved grooming and veterinary care room, 
information hub, social unit, offices, reception and 
purpose built rehoming centre. 

With building plans approved, demolition work to 
replace the current dilapidated facility started at the 
site in Chard during March. 

While an incredible £500,000 will come from the 
charity’s reserves saved for this purpose, the remain¬ 
ing £500,000 needs to be raised through donations and 
fundraising events. 

Feme Animal Sanctuary Director, Jenny Wheadon 
said: “The sanctuary is launching its ‘New Digs for 
Dogs’ Appeal to replace the dated kennels with a pur¬ 
pose-built rehoming centre, which will double its cur¬ 
rent capacity and provide refuge for even more 
animals. 

“This is the most expensive project the sanctuary 
has ever undertaken and we need everyone to please 
support it in whatever way they can as every penny 
counts. 

“The present kennels at Feme Animal Sanctuary are 
nearly 50-years-old - maintenance and repair is con¬ 
stantly required and they have become uneconomical 
to run. The building will not withstand another winter. 

“It would be nice to think that the need for places 


like Feme is diminishing but, unfortunately, the re¬ 
verse is true and the opportunity to improve facilities 
and take care of our four-legged friends using much 
improved, 21st century technology is an exciting chal¬ 
lenge.” 

Feme Animal Sanctuary currently provides a safe 
and comfortable home for more than 300 unwanted 
and abandoned animals. During 2013, Feme Animal 
Sanctuary found homes for 343 unwanted dogs and 
cats, as well as foster homes for 13 horses. It receives 
animals and finds homes for them within a 40-mile ra¬ 
dius of Chard, which includes Devon, Dorset and 
Somerset. 

Amanda Park, Head of Kennels said: “I never fail to 
be shocked and absolutely heart-broken by the tor¬ 
ment and terrible conditions that some of the dogs we 
receive have suffered. 

“Some are found in a dreadful state just dumped on 
the road, tied up or even in a bin. 

“We desperately need support to offer these un¬ 
wanted and abandoned dogs a comfortable home. I 
urge everyone, please, to dig into their pockets as 
deeply as they can to help our ‘New Digs for Dogs’ 
Appeal. Every fundraising event organised and every 
donation received - no matter how small - really 
counts.” 

Fundraising packs and details of how to donate can 
be obtained by calling Feme Animal Sanctuary on 
01460 65214 or visiting 

www.femeanimalsanctuary.org. 



■ Otter Brewery has raised more than £300 for the Royal British Legion as part of its ongoing support 
for the Poppy Appeal. 

The brewery sold a special Poppy Otter beer throughout November and December, with lOp from 
every pint sold going to the Legion. 

Otter Brewery’s Patrick McCaig (right) presented a cheque for £306 to the Legion’s Devon County 
Chairman Ralph Howard-Williams. 

Mr McCaig said: “Our drinkers are a really great bunch and as a brewery we could not think of a better 
way to help those who support our Armed Forces at a time when they could with a little extra help. A 
big thank you to everyone who did their bit.” 


To advertise contact Rose Siwek 
on 01297 35750 Send your news stories 
to lisa@pemedia.co.uk 


tPxing <£ Son 

l uniral Directors 

I si 


Pring and Sons serving the local community 
in the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley 
with four generations of tradition providing 
a personalised, friendly and professional service, 
to meet each family's individual requirements. 

Most arrangements made in your own home. 

Tel : 01823 680405 Mob : 07860 390002 (24hr) 

Email : pringandson@aol.com 

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk 

Culmstock Road, Hemyock EX 15 3RJ 


Police to carry out vehicle spot checks 


POLICE in Honiton say they will 
continue to ‘clamp down’ on road 
crime, following a successful oper¬ 
ation carried out last month. 

Police officers from Honiton’s 
Neighbourhood Police Team ran the 
operation at Smeatharpe Airfield on 
Sunday, March 9th, and carried out 
a number of stop checks on vehicles 
for roadworthiness, driving and 
document offences. 

Officers teamed up with experts 
from the road crime unit and col¬ 


leagues from the Environment 
Agency, HM Customs and Excise 
and the Vehicle and Operator Serv¬ 
ices Agency (VOSA), as part of the 
multi-agency Operation Mascot. 

They spotted a number of road of¬ 
fences over the course of the day, 
and issued 14 ‘prohibited’ notices 
on vehicles due to mechanical 
faults. 

Eight motorists were reported for 
construction and use offences relat¬ 
ing to their vehicles, three for ‘red 


diesel’ and one for driving without 
an M.O.T. One driver was issued 
with a penalty notice for possession 
of cannabis. 

PC Clive Vickery, from the Honi¬ 
ton Neighbourhood Team organised 
the operation. He said: “The aim of 
these multi-agency operations is to 
clamp down on unsafe and danger¬ 
ous vehicles, illegal fuel and travel¬ 
ling criminals. Due to their success, 
these operations will continue dur¬ 
ing the year.” 


Villagers invited to comment on Local Plan review 


VILLAGERS gathered in 
Hemyock to attand a public 
meeting discussing Mid 
Devon District Council’s 
(MDDC) review of the 
Local Plan. 

MDDC is currently re¬ 


viewing its Local Plan for 
the district to cover the pe¬ 
riod 2013 to 2033. Options 
for planning strategy and 
potential development sites 
have been drawn up and 
published for consultation. 


A call for potential devel¬ 
opment sites was carried 
out by MDDC in 2013, 
inviting landowners to sug¬ 
gest areas that might have 
potential for development. 
These sites have been as¬ 


sessed and all those consid¬ 
ered achievable have been 
included in the Local Plan 
review. 

Within the plan three sites 
in Hemyock have been sug¬ 
gested by local landowners. 
Land South West of Coni- 
gar Close (35 houses), 
Culmbridge Farm (80 
houses) and land North of 
Culmbridge Farm (80 
houses). 

MDDC held a meeting in 
the village on February 12th 
and the parish council held 
a separate meeting on Feb¬ 
ruary 19th. 

Due to public demand, the 
parish council held another 
meeting to discuss the Local 
Plan Review further on 
March 6th. 

The Local Plan review 
consultation period will end 
on March 24th. 

Parishioners have until 
this date to inform MDDC 
know their thoughts and 
comments on the plan. 

The options, consultation 
and associated documents 
are available to view at 
ww w.midde von .gov.uk/lo- 
calplanreview. 

You may send your re¬ 
sponses through an online 
survey at 

ww w.midde von .gov.uk/lo- 
calplanreview. 
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Blackdown’s schoolchildren 
celebrate World Book Day 



H (Above) staff and pupils at Buckland St Mary Primary School in their World Book Day costumes; 
(Below) Classes at St Andrew's Primary School in Chardstock had different themes for World Book 
Day. 

Everyone in Early Years, Reception and KS1 came dressed as a superhero and those in KS2 came 
dressed as a detective of their choice, solving problems and cracking codes. 


■i 



To advertise contact 
Rose Siwek on 01297 35750. Send your 
news stories to lisa@pemedia.co.uk 



Hospitality Business Development Consultant 

tc 

Specialist Wedding 6c Events Planner 

'Your Dig Day... Our Passionr 

www .event-consultancy .co.uk 
Tel: 07736 074235 

Email: Claire^evcnt-consultancy.co.uk 

^ □ 
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Start the most rewarding 
career you'll ever have... 

As the country's population grows older 
more and more people are turning to Home 
Care services, rather than opting for a Care 
Home or similar. 


Way Ahead Care is a family run business 
delivering Home Care to people in their own 
homes within the communities of the 
Blackdown Hills and Wellington. 


We are looking to recruit the special 
people required to deliver these services. 


No experience is necessary 
as full training will be 
provided. 


f 




N\ 




If you have a friendly and 
pleasant disposition and are® 
able to work flexibly, with a ^ 
caring approach we would 
like to hear from you. 


Providing Home Care services is one of 


the most rewarding jobs ypu can do. For 
more information please see our website 

Ytiv wifl require access to moro'ttfd transport and braeeparva to trawl to rr+bovw of 

those receiving services with the geograptu^tmcohons we operate 

www.wayaheadcare.co.uk 

01823 321123 


O 
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ISttOPU 


way 


care 


VxJMtftjaf cw9 for poop* 
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bh Blackdown Hills 

b a Business Association 


_ To advertise 

• M B • contact 

LeisureReview 


Join the Blackdown Hills 
Business Association in 2014 

We have been supporting businesses for over 30 years 

Join us and you will get free online directory entries, 
discounts on advertising in the 2014 Blackdown Hills 
Directory and in the View from the Blackdown Hills 

Join us and you will get invites to the 


Uffculme goes green for a day 


UFFCULME will be turning green for a day to high¬ 
light eco friendly initiatives and promote recycling. 

The Uffculme Green Day will be opened by Matt 
Woodley from BBC Radio Devon at 10am, which will 
see a whole host of environmentally friendly initiatives. 

The main focus of the day will see a “give and take” 
event where people are being encouraged to take along 
their unwanted items and swap them for things they 
might find more useful. 

Organisers ask that items are in good condition to be 
reused and that anyone wanting to recycle large items 
that they take along a photo with a description to post 
on the notice board. Organisers said: “It not only saves 
lots of things going to landfill, it serves a very useful 
purpose to you. The amount saved from landfill will be 
weighed on the day and you will be able to see what a 
difference it makes.” 

It is asked that people do not bring: clothing, electrical 


items, food, drinks or other liquids, anything not usable 
by someone else, telephone equipment - eg 
landlines/cordless phones, paint/hazardous items, fire¬ 
works, lead, acid batteries, pets or animals. 

Throughout the afternoon there will be competitions 
for schoolchildren, which will be judged by Mr Wood- 
ley as well as a raffle. Those bringing a black bag of 
plastic packaging for recycling will receive a free raffle 
ticket. 

Fairtrade tea, coffee and cakes will beon offer plus 
treats from the Tiverton Sausage Co. and there will also 
be a variety of stalls from local organisations, entertain¬ 
ment, and craft stalls. 

Vistors are asked to bring their own plastic carrier 
bags too, in another bid to make the event environmen¬ 
tally freindly. 

The Uffculme Green Day will take place on Saturday, 
May 10th at Magelake Hall from 10am until 4pm. 


Honiton show, Taunton markets, FREE training, 
socials and networking events 

Membership of the BHBA is £50 per year 

For more information, please contact Val Baker on 01823 681484 
or email info@bhba.org.uk www.bhba.org.uk 


BHBA at St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SJ. 
E: info@bhba.org.uk or T: 01823 681484 www.bhba.org.uk. 


Your Blackdowns recipes needed 


CALLING all cooks! Do you 
have a delicious recipe that 
uses ingredients from the Black- 
down Hills? 

This year, we're putting to¬ 
gether a recipe book that will be 
launched at the 'Good Life in the 
Blackdown Hills' event in Sep¬ 
tember. 

You can get your name in print 
by sharing your best recipe 
using local fruit, veg, meat, 


cheese - or any other local pro¬ 
duce. It could be a traditional 
favourite or something new. It 
can be sweet or savoury, spicy 
or gentle, food or drink - what¬ 
ever you like! 

Please send us the recipe, in¬ 
cluding a title, your name and 
who the recipe came from if it's 
not your own. 

Please also tell us where you 
get your local ingredients from 


and why they're so good. If you 
have a photograph as well, 
please send that too. 

You can email your recipe to: 
katherine.findlay@devon.gov.uk 
or post it to: Katherine Findlay, 
Blackdown Hills AONB, St Ivel 
House, Station Road, Hemyock, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3SJ 

Profits from the sale of the 
book will go towards community 
projects in the Blackdown Hills. 




GLADE 


Holiday Park 



FOREST GLADE 
HOLIDAY PARK 

CULLOMPTON 
DEVON EX15 2DT 

COLOUR BROCHURE 
AVAILABLE 
ON REQUEST 


Set in a forest clearing in an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty, Forest Glade 
offers level, sheltered camping and touring 
pitches and self-catering holiday caravans. 
Facilities include an indoor heated 
swimming pool, central facilities building, 
shop with take away and game room. 

WiFi available. Forest walks from the park. 
Riding gliding and fishing nearby. 

Central for touring SW. 

Easy access to coast and moors. 


,st a great place +* 



Tel: (01404) 841381 (eve to 8pm) • Fax: (01404) 841593 
www.forest-glade.co.uk • email: enquiries@forest-glade.co.uk 


AX|^ALE 



Saturday 21 *' & Sunday 22 nd 
JUNE 2014 

AXMINSTER 

www.axevalefestival.org.uk 

FtogisfWAd Cftanly Nn 11 3 0629 
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Devon gears up for 
119th county show 


T HE Devon County Agricultural Asso¬ 
ciation, organisers of the Devon 
County Show, the county’s largest an¬ 
nual event, is gearing up for a double cele¬ 
bration this year. 

This year will be the 119th county show, an 
annual celebration of farming, food and the 
countryside, and it is 25 years since the asso¬ 
ciation took ownership of the Westpoint 
showground, which is home to the county 
show. 

Tickets are on sale now for the Devon 
County Show - known as the South West’s 
agricultural showing season curtain-raiser, as 
well as offering a great day out for all the 
family. 

The event will take place from Thursday, 
May 22nd to Saturday, May 24th. 

Show Secretary Ollie Allen said: “We are 
putting on a show to raise everyone’s spirits. 
The wettest winter since records began has 
taken its toll on us all, especially those whose 
homes and livelihoods have been so badly af¬ 


fected by flooding. We hope by May that we 
will be coming out the other side of this crisis 
and everyone will be able to enjoy a much- 
needed, good day out.” 

More than 95,000 visitors are expected to 
flock into the showground over three full 
days, getting a taste of country living and en¬ 
joying traditional - and fun entertainment. 

The show will see the “creme de la creme” 
of the livestock, equine, fur and feather world 
walking away with colourful rosettes and 
sashes. 

Taking centre stage in the Mole Valley 
Farmers main arena will be the Kangaroo 
Kids - Australian stunt men Matt Coulter and 
his son Sam, who will be providing a thrilling 
display of quad bike aerobatics. Nearby 
motor power will be replaced with human 
strength as Savage Skills live up to its repu¬ 
tation as the UK’s leading freestyle mountain 
bike stunt team. 

Some of the main attractions include: 

• Westpoint Hall: Devon’s largest temporary 
cattle shed housing 
up to 600 beef and 
dairy cattle with 
nearly 20 breeds on 
display. In addition 
to the cattle, the 
show hopes to beat 
the numbers who 
exhibited last year. 
There could be more 
than 1,400 sheep, 
over a 1,000 horses, 
hundreds of goats, 
guinea pigs, rabbits, 
pigeons and poultry. 
There’s also a dog 
show. 

• Natwest & Other 
Livestock Arenas: 
Watch the judges 


use their expertise to choose the best of the 
rest in the bovine world. 

• Sheep Shearing Pavilion: All-action 
sheep shearing at this purpose built-facility, 
which hosts fast-paced competitions and 
demonstrations. 

• Agricultural Trade Area: The area is 
brimming with exhibitors offering the very 
latest in farm machinery and equipment and 
advisory services. 

• Bees and Honey: Devon Beekeepers give 
visitors the opportunity to see a colony of 
bees in an observation hive and learn about 
honey and wax-based products. 

• Show Jumping: Exciting competitions for 
professional and amateur riders. 

• Food and Drink: The Food and Drink 
Pavilion is filled with local producers and 
features a demonstration kitchen where chefs 
cook up nutritious treats using local produce. 
New for this year will be the ‘Meat Matters’ 
demonstrations - a team from West Country 
family butchers will be showing how one 
large joint can be transformed into numerous 
family meals. 

• Country Life Area: With its own lake, this 
area features demonstrations and events re¬ 
flecting a wide range of country pursuits, ac¬ 
tivities and rural s kill s. 

• Music and Entertainment: School bands 
to professional signers, military marching 
bands to traditional jazz - music can be 
found at the bandstand and around the show- 
ground. 

• Home crafts: Demonstrations from lace 
makers and spinners, weavers and dyers. 

• Steam engines, vintage tractors and classic 
cars - steam exhibits, re-built tractors and 
retro vehicles. 

Tickets are available in advance either from 
the show website www.devoncountyshow.co.uk, 
the tickets hotline 01392 353700 or from a 
variety of high street outlets. 



East Devon's Secret Garden 


T HESE beautifully 
landscaped gar¬ 
dens, extending to 
nearly 13 acres, feature 
superb views of the sur¬ 
rounding countryside 
which provide a fitting 
backdrop to the spa¬ 
cious lawns, lush bor¬ 
ders and unusual shrubs 
and trees. 

The garden has colour 
throughout the year 
from the spring flowers 
through to the stunning 
Azaleas and Rhododen¬ 
drons in May. Visit in late 
summer to see the An¬ 
niversary Garden cre¬ 
ated to celebrate 50 
years of Burrow Farm 
Gardens. 

Whether you are a keen 


gardener or in search of 
a relaxing walk, you will 
find a peaceful oasis 
with extensive rural 


views. Your camera is a 
necessity as this is a day 
out you will never want 
to forget. 



Burrow F 

Dalwood, Axminster, 


UP 5 



Beautiful 13 Acre Landscape Garden 
Open Daily Between 1 st April - 31 st October 10am - 7pm 
Nursery, Gift Shop, Lunches and Teas 
Conducted Tours and Discount available for Groups 
www.burrowfarmgardens.co.uk 


MJ and AG Coate 

Master Butchers and Farmers Est. 1975 
A Traditional Village Butcher 

93 Rockwell Green, Wellington - Open Daily 


Home Reared Corn Fed Chicken 51b - 121b, Home Cured Gammons, 

Rib Beef on Bone, Rack Lamb, Cushion of Lamb, Sausage Meat, 
Hand Linked Sausages, New Season Spring Lamb Available and much more 

Taster Meat Hamper 

£25 - Corn Fed Chicken - Gammon Joint - Pork Chipolatas 
Bacon - Sausage Meat - Pork Chops 
£35 - Topside Joint - Gammon Joint - Bacon 
Sausage Meat - Pork Chipolatas - Pork Chops 

All our poultry is free range and farm reared. 

Recipe leaflet presented with all poultry. From our flock we have sheepskin 
and bean bags for sale. Please pre order to avoid disappointment 


Phone/Fax: 01823 662157 Shop: 01823 662157 Farm: 01823 681178 
michaelcoate@googlemail.com - www.mjcoate-butcherandfarmer.co.uk 





Horseshoes 


A witrm aw&tts 1**4 at tht Hors&ikxis 

CJ 

U*sp*£t iurr,uiUtn«f akJ. a fcu* of ArtUitlM And 
plJuYS U LvwUp 



A spacious character barn conversion located in the peaceful unspoilt heart of 
the Blackdown Hills, a designated Area of Outstanding Beauty. 

Enjoy a wonderful opportunity to experience country life along with 
exceptional habitats for wildlife, a maze of fine walks and trails, cycling, 
horse riding for all equestrian interests and diverse photography. 

There are two excellent local pubs close by; The Half Moon and The 
Merry Harriers who were featured in the ’Good Food Pub Guide 2012'. 

On arrival holiday makers will be welcomed with homemade sausages and bacon 
from our family run village shop situated close by in Wellington. 


Sorry no smoking and no pets 


Contact Anthea Coate 01823 681178 / 662157, email michaelcoate@ 
googlemail.com or through Hoseasons.co.uk/cottages code E5369 


cUuihldan, cuLUmuton, South tyaron 
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Local Services 



FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 


Cleaning Services 


A Friendly Team Of Window Cleaners 

GUARANTEED a professional and 
satisfactory job to the highest standards. 

Reliable &Trustworthy 

We can clean your windows inside and out 
including frames and sills 

We also clean and empty gutters, drain pipes, fascias, 
conservatories, roofs and garage doors. 


CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


a 


Garages 


Tytherleigh Vehicle Electrics ^ ' H 

• ALL LEADING BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 


• KUHMO TYRE DEALERS 

• FREE INFLATION ON KUMHO TYRES 

• ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES, INCLUDING NEW VALVES, 
WHEEL BALANCING AND TYRE DISPOSAL 

WE STILL SPECIALISE IN AUTO-ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• ENGINE MANAGEMENT DIAGNOSTICS 

• ABS & AIRBAG TESTING & REPAIR 

• AIR CONDITIONING, BATTERIES, ALTERNATORS & STARTERS 

• GENERAL AUTO-ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

Leach Road, Qiard Business Park, 

Chard, Somerset TA20 1 FA 01460 64255 


Tel: (01823) 272260 or 0788 545 1628 

KEV'S CLEANING SERVICES LTD 

Est 1986 


Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 


Windows and Conservatories 



THE PROMISE OF QUALITY 


Wlmlows | Doors | Conservatories | Secondary Glaring | Roof line | 
Continuous Aluminium Guttering | Flat roof system | Solar hot water 



y W*>dows and Doors PVC-u or aluminium there is a design to suit any home. 
y Conservatories will add that extra well needed room. 
y Secondary Glazing can be the ideal answer to listed properties. 
y Fascias & Soffits with our conbnuous aluminium guttering take away the 
problem of maintenance. 

y Samafil flat roof membrane will eliminate leaks for m-excess of 40 years 
y Sotar hot water system will provide up to 70% of your hot water for free 
every year. 

For all your home improvements 


Contact Climax Windows on 01297 35053 
Or Visit our all new website ^ 
www.climaxwindows.co.uk c=s 



TRUST I 
MARK 1 


in the Blackdown Hills 


Furniture & Joinery 



Kitchens, Furniture And Bespoke 
Joinery. Please Visit 


) My Website To See 
My Extensive Portfolio. 


© 


Peter Cooper 

Tel: 07940 5897J4 

•-mail: pet « wh y k notmiod.com 



Set Build / Carpentry / Jomery 
Hardwood Flooring/ Furniture 
Fencing / Decking 
Kitchens / Shopfitung 


For all your 
advertising needs 
in the Blackdown 
Hills phone 
01297 35750 


Gardens 



Sheds and 
Summerhouses 


• All garden timer buildings and structures 

• Thatching service to all of our products 

• Living vans and shepherds huts 

• Dovecotes to workshops and log stores 

• Carpentry etc, shed refelts 

• Custom and standard builds 

• Base preparation and installations 

www.oakandiron.co.uk 


LOG STORES 

1.8 x 1.2 x 0.8m.£160.00 

1.5 x 1.2 x 0.8m.£150.00 

1.2 x 1.0 x 0.6m.£130.00 

1.0 x 1.0 x 0.6m.£125.00 

WHEELIE BIN AND RECYCLE BOX STORES 

1.3 x 0.8 x 0.8m bin .£130.00 

1.3 x 0.8 x 0.8m shelves .£145.00 

Buy both for.£250.00 


Other sizes available call for details 

Tel: 01297 34509 Mob: 07773 182929 
Email: joseph@oakandiron.co.uk 


THORN HAYES 

Lmursery 

1 Quality Trees 
from Devon 



Westcountry Apple Trees 
(plus other fruit trees), 
Ornamental Trees, Hedging, 
Choice Shrubs, Courses Run, 
EyEuTAi Advisory Service 

• Opening hours: 8am-4pm Mon to Fri 
9.30am-2pm Sat 

Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 

01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 


Logs 


BURNWORTHY LOGS 

Seasoned and dry hardwood 
Multiple load sizes available 
Kindling also available 


Contact Jake 01823 601588 
Mobile 0782 4448719 
www.burnworthylogs.co.uk 
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RESIDENTIAL SALES AND LETTINGS . MORTGAGES . VALUERS • COMMERCIAL • LAND St NEW HOMES • COUNTRY Sl EQITEST 


Derbyshire’s 


ant/ wn/nfl 


A Complete property serv ice for the 
Blackdown Hills and surrounding areas. 

01460 63600 


A SPECIALIST MARKETING SERVICE FOR RURAL PROPERTIES 



Hcmvock- £625,000 

Equestrian Property 

SOLD STC IN FIRST 10 DAYS! 

SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED FOR UNDER 
BIDDERS. WE ALSO REQUIRE RESTORATION 

HkCpCTSLOCATED in i me blackdown mu 

FOR SEVERAL CLIENTS- CALL 01460 63600 



Staplcgrovc, Taunton - £750,000 

A 16th century grade II limed detached lu>u»c with 
countryside view*. 7 bedroom*., 2 en-*uitc*, bathroom, 
lounge, drawing room, dining room, breakfast room, 
kitchen, hobbies room, reception room, utility room, rear 
porch, cellar, workshop, gardener* W'C, store mom, 
double garage and gcorgian landscaped garden* of 
approximately an acre. Oil fired central heating. 



Tatworth - £399,950 

A substantial Edwardian house 
Five bedrooms (one with an cn-suite), kitchen, dining 
room, lounge, conservatory, and double garage. 

The gardens arc a particular feature of the property with 
patio areas, a lawTicd area with a pergola and to one side 
a garden shed and greenhouse. Steps down to former 
orchard area with a stream. There is also a paddock of 
approx 0.77 of an acre, with separate entrance. 



Higher Chillington- £675,000 

A substantial character cottage set in approx 5 acres. 
Entrance hall, kitchen/breakfast room, utility room, 
cloakroom, lounge, study and conservatory. Master Suite 
with bedroom, dressing mom & cii-suitc bathroom, two 
further bedroom* and bathroom. 

A further 10.79 acres (approximate)!* available by' 
separate negotiations. 


Ff1 


i (kind - Villwf* ( 


ant/ f Yffn//y I 


If you think your property would benefit from our specialist 
appmach to rural properties please contact: 

Marcus Bond from The Village & Country team on 01460 63600. 


“Uniquely filling the gap 
between where the High Street 
Agents finish and the Country 
1 louse hoys begin” 

Msfcufc W hewefl, CEO of the Guild 
of IVcifaiftiitttal Kuxtc Agent* 


It riahtmcM 


www. derbyshires. no t 


o 
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RODGERS 


SOUTH WEST 


plus VAT 

Sole Agency 
Umited penod only 
Terms of Business apply 


Put RODGERS SOUTH WEST 

first on your to do list this year 

With the knowledge and experience afforded by setting / letting 
houses for over 30 years, our enthusiastic, experienced team are 
ready to help you market your home. Call to make a personal 
appointment and experience the difference. 


252 500 

www.rodgerssouthwest.com 
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Residential Lettings 
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ARLA 

Atsoctirtion of 
ficsitfontidl tort hq Agents 



Yarcombe 


Sampford Arundel 


Culm Davy 


3 tv c nn r t rirmwtnmrjdAiwM rvrtc a*rctafa rvtn^fwfi Met*n 
saw tatnor. h*c (wkn fj a* j q1pt 1. OfOt ItlkClldtar 

MnftOMd Amt*** nn«M»i EfC t**3 TBC fereri tm Mi 

■l«M Hasten 014*4246) 


A 3 boOnom *#m (iatartkad l k* nntUQfi * »n itam«4>» ItkjIik 

*1 the tool of ttw BkKkdmin htfe. Garden and Long I arm 

M. EPC Bor*} a T*w* IMS 4ppf* F*d 38012 

tsrftpem 44*866 


A tee bertrxm U*«d owt»#> .^*rha<1 parmd Urrr-o*** 11Wadr/ 
raona Sima barm Larpe oa^n I'addam aid itibn| \\*i upval* 
rwgcAilarv. OfCH. EPC 8*4 F. T«wi Fm» AtoO hr*j 4f3A1 

tllSOpcm T*a?lcn 018t3 447364 



Angarsteigh 

Membury 


Luppitt 

A tej0*«y 4£<*»***<3 afd pra4#«a0 1 Uf OMMJ *#fi ®4rf» 

»l rt* tot c* rt* 0b<*O7*m IPG cartr* isMdng 

gpraga ard carport rnc Hard D Tarart ton mz\ t nt 3JCTS 

Cl aOCpcm TkuMton 01K23 447MB 

Oalarhad 3 baandOTY iMr*«h*d tofltg* n ftucwt -Mid ttoated ponkm 
M*#*vry <vn-g mnc*. wn rlo#An>xr . OWbroom P.yx rr} 

(iarriem f Nr»l r l\: tar>d t Warn toan apf#, Atob T nd 42J4* 

f TO poet Henbon 01404 4083 

MPI fUKlUd dmehld tAft&tom w» Hwwg wm Hat *«t.r«nAftMC 

amgroom w «»•*. 3 bfdrtxxr*, bettvm'* .parang 

■tdpnga Of OH tl*C band 0. Tecwrt faaa apf*> Web P rxl #4418 

C7I5 pern Martina 01404 42SS3 





ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT RENT ARREARS? 

Don’t be. 


■ Stags will pay your rent, with no delays, when the tenant does not. 

■ Stags will pay legal fees for eviction and rent recovery. 

■ Stags will pay 50% of the rent after eviction for 3 months, whilst reletting. 

■ This is not the usual insurance policy offered by others. 

Call us now for a straight forward letting service that is worth having! 

Subject to terms and conditions 



Cornwall | Devon | Somerset | Dorset | London 


The West Country Letting Agent 
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The West Country is Stags Country 



Lupprtt 


2.5 Acres i Ashill 


1.3 Acres I Maidendown 


-1 tMd C#ai <*a«dr{) «a tv OMn .j*yWw. and 

SMttck MM ptarraiS a xm maXtr airpm a m^tfcn ovri. krtnw 
VpaM:*#t k*t^cfJrs'Uc4toon*M<Am^Vi ER2Ba«J£ Wfc-FWJ *4’4& 

0 u«f» Pnn CMMjOOO 


4 lUtnvn an a rtxl m M> *«i w«*l <*•* n unrlM («*)r f arty* 
ail rtwi Uxn^a d«nj rxrry UnaibnMMl roort 4 badro a rra (3 «rv 

nMM fa*Vy t 4 C%CR>n t>x<M OHIO* A wtirtuftoo. EPC 84*0 f. Atfi Find 60062 

OtaOa PMca t4W W MMlay^b w i inters MS22 


A iproriNt aaitdiMl UnjM'w |M arn (fVnvrt*^ -gardac^ 

«th taw oouitv swmi attn} room, dfrwg foem'ar orq« 3 dottk 

b«H anaufta *vd law*, bilfwoom ePC B*>dC. W*> Rrd &JS 7 M 

OtatW P»lc» tJ 'UWJ 



Smallridge 


Sami 


Moor 


V4 BKfrtwm :cfUj« n f*a hoot ol via** tm rattttwnj v*w& 2 
kirt»4\\in*i+t*tf nco t«rt«xn 4 Morvrg 

■ A fcti:rq *tti pctartdl *K» and M)« ardent CPC Hard f YAO f rrj 5-7PT? 

Monitor 01404 4difB 


A 3 badttot* ddt c H M U*ip»o* ***r,viy V*# COjrtty m tm% LOjTQV 

•Itrvpr ilrh^ vt4t^9OT*»" «X»n ind mr*r Pint** .prt 

lar®a [}aaqa'Ao<u*(p CPC Band D Wab f rtd fC104fl 

2ud» Prtca £240 000 AWIn^bcn OIK 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


For advice and assistance on a variety of ii 
including: 

WMfton* 

Rirel Pfcnnog and 

Cc*npd*rr, PuKfew and Comptredic*^ 
Lanrfcrd and tenant Marera 
E«iaoe« Mer#9*n*nt 
AgMy*rt5nmsnl S’:ta v «* 

Contact Mart Htaaon on 01823 062823 


Cornwall | 

| Devon | Somerset | 

| Dorset | 

| London 














































